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Manifesto of principles

Zminijietna Leftist Youth (ZLY) is a leftist movement which spreads a leftist ideology through activism in
the civil society. Its leftist ideology is based on equality and social justice. We believe that everyone should
have the opportunity to emancipate him/herself in the society in which he/she forms part. The priciples of this
movement are divided into several aspects;

Democracy — ZLY believes in democracy, in where the people choose and determine who will rule their
society. ZLY wants to see a true democracy where :

- citizens will have more influence in important decisions in our country (ex more referendums)

- parliament uses its powers on social, economic, and political areas, for the benefit and interest of the citizens.
- it will strengthen on a local, regional, national, and international level, in all structures of the state.

Solidarity — For ZLY, solidarity is one of the fundamental ingredients that will improve our society. Our
movement has a duty to show solidarity; with workers who are victims of precariousness and exploitation;
with the minorities who are finding difficulties and lack of freedom when they confront those who are in
power (ex. homosexuals and victims of domestic abuse); and with immigrants who come in our country
because they are fleeing from wars and tyranny, and are ready to intigrate themselves in our society. Solidarity
should also find its place in the economy, and therefore we are against the dismantling of the welfare state. It
should instead be strengthened and adapted for the social needs that we face nowadays.

Economy — In capitalist societies, there exists a gap between the social classes, where minorities under
capitalist categories are owners of the means of production, and where the majority under working class
categories work for the owners; that is the capitalist category. In this context, there exists a race of production
that is based on worker and ecological exploitation, where the capitalist class appropiates what is produced to
increase its profits. On the contrary, we believe that an alternative means of production is possible, where the
economic gap between social classes ceases to exist, and therefore what is produced is distributed equally. The
first step for this type of society, is a socialist society where by a hegemonical and popular policy, the state
nationalises sectors of strategic importance, defends public sectors, and encourages workers unions. This
would progressively lead to a democratization of the means of production, until the gap between the social
classes ceases to exist.

Social Policy — The aim of social policy should be based on the concept of equality. This means that the state
has the responsibilty to promote a universal social policy that at the same time will focus on the particular
aspirations of the masses. With this social policy, the state would promote more; social inclusion, social
justice, the ability of the people, and at the same time it would prevent social exclusion and injustices on
groups in society that are considered as vulnerable. In the social political context that we’re in today, we feel
that the best way in which workers rights will remain safe guarded is by protecting economic and social rights,
like the right of; work, a decent pay, a place where to live, transport and education.



Environment — ZZX believes in environmental justice where projects on rural, urban, and natural
environment are sustainable and in parallel with social justice. We highly recommend; that the speculation of
lands and buildings be curbed; that building projects would offer a decent environment, where the resident can
enjoy a high quality life; that our economy be diversified in such a way that the dependence from the industry
of construction is reduced; that public access for recreational areas and sites of open space, the sea coast and
places of cultural importance are guaranteed for all citizens; and that public transport is given importance, so
that the creation of new transport systems will reduce the use of private cars in our country. For us, the
harmony between the economy, ecology, and society is a concept that opens way for planning, and a policy
that results in a high quality environment. The environment is not only a technical or legal issue. It is above
all, a political issue.

Globalisation — Our movement is in favour of a globalisation of social justice and equality. On the other hand,
our movement will never be in favour of a capitalist globalisation which is based on; dominance of markets on
others; workers exploitation; hegemony which destroys ethnic and cultural diversities; environmental
destruction; imperialist wars; and misery.

Education — ZLY believes that education should all be provided by the state, in a secular way, so that
comprehensive education can be reached. The system of education should not be a selective and elitist system,
so that in no way it will prevent the individual from improving to his full potential. Crafts and artisanship
should continue to be taught in our schools, so that the skills of handcrafts remain of interest and will result in
opportunities of work. Schools should remain informed as regards to new methods of teaching. Education is
priceless for society and therefore it should be free for everybody; and should be of high quality standards.
ZLY is also in favour that the community involves itself in social educational activites so that social capital is
increased.

Peace, Defence and Sovreignty — This movement believes that the military resources of a country should
purely be tools of defence against a threat to democracy and sovreignty of a nation. Therefore ZLY is firmly
against the use of military action that is used for economic and political power of one country on another. We
believe that the United Nations should completely reform its structure so as to reflect the period after the
second world war, and also the cold war. There should be a multilateral and global policy against the
dominance of the weapons industry and against politico-military deficit in the world. In practice, such a
multilateral co-operation can be done by the participating countries, by reducing their allocated budgets for
military purposes, which would then be used against the problem of climate change.

Tolerance — Our movement believes in the values of reciprocal respect, ethics, pluralism, and harmony in
diversity. If this is to be, there needs to be a policy of social inclusion.

Culture — ZLY feels that art and music are important tools, so that these principles (mentioned up here) would
be given more life and spirit. Our movement is commited to promote progessive arts which would promote the
values mentioned in this manifesto. Culture is the expression of the people’s way of living. This should never
be considered as a commodity, but should be considered an essential part of man’s life. No elite, social class,
dominant group, or commercial organisation should monopolise culture.

If you wish to contact us, you can send us an e-mail on this address; zzxmalta@hotmail.co.uk




